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SUBJECT: TEN YEAR MORATORIUM ON COMMMERCIAL WHALING 

REE: STATE 77088 

1. REFTEL CONTENTS DISCUSSED WITH DANISH IWC COMMISSIONER 
LEMCHE. 

2. LEMCHE INDICATED HIS DELEGATION WOULD PROBABLY ABSTAIN 
IN A VOTE ON A 10 YEAR WHALING MORATORIUM, AS THEY DID 
WHEN THIS MATTER WAS LAST VOTED ON. 

3. DENMARK DOES NOT BELIEVE SUCH A MORATORIUM IS NECES- 
SARY FROM A BILOGICAL POINT OF VIEW. FURTHERMORE, 

DENMARK DOUBTS THAT JAPAN OR USSR WOULD ACCEP THE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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MORATORIUM SHOULD IT BE FAVORABLY VOTED ON. AS 
JAPAN AND THE USSR TAKE APPROXIMATELY 80 PERCENT OE THE 
TOTAL WHALE CATCH, THE MEASURE WOULD BE MEANINGLESS 
IF THEY FILED AN OBJECTION. 

4. LEMCHE SAID SOME CONSERVATION PROGRESS HAD BEEN 
MADE THROUGH REDUCED QUOTAS AND IS OE THE OPINION 
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THAT METHOD SHOULD BE CONTINUED IE SCIENTISTS 
BELIEVE IT NECESSARY. 

DEAN 
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